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 WELSH FORESTRY – AT THE CUTTING EDGE

Five Nation International Conference – Llandudno – 14-16 February

From climate change to community development, flood control to timber production, forestry

specialists had the chance to see how sustainable forest management is already playing a key role

in rural regeneration in Wales.

As part of the “Forestry – a new future for rural Europe” three-day conference at Llandudno

organised by Robinwood, the Forestry Commission Wales European project funded by the EU and

Welsh Assembly Government, delegates were shown some of the real work being done across

north Wales to tackle common problems affecting rural areas – falling incomes, cheap imports,

global warming and de-population.

“Our forests have a major role to play in the way that rural Europe develops over the next 20 years,”

said conference organiser Kim Burnham. “Already in Wales we have developed exciting new ways

in which trees and woodlands are beginning to make a real difference.”

Included in the latest forestry practices which are helping to make Welsh forestry a world leader,

delegates from Italy, Germany, Slovakia and Spain were shown how management of riparian zones

can help reduce some of the effects of global warming.

At Llanrwst, the issues of flooding in the Conwy valley were illustrated by Mike Davies, regional

manager for the Environment Agency. Delegates were then shown a demonstration, on a tour into

the hills above the town, led by Forest Research hydrologist Huw Thomas, leading on one of the

Robinwood sub-projects in Wales, who showed the practical way in which flood plain woodlands

can be used to alleviate flooding problems.

“Through the management of riparian woodlands in

small streams and tributaries, water can be held up,

reducing the chance of flooding further downstream,”

said Chris Jones of Forest Research, an agency of

Forestry Commission Wales.

“And obviously for a town like Llanrwst, which has

suffered major flooding problems in recent times, this
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kind of work could make a real difference to future flood defence measures and costs.”

Meanwhile, other delegates were taken to visit a nearby community partnership – funded by

Cydcoed - Woods for All – which has brought theatre to the woodland, helping bring the community

itself closer together and increased the cultural richness of the Gwydyr Forest.

New harvesting systems aimed at increasing the profitability of timber - being trialled at Betws y

Coed also - came under the European spotlight. Forest Commission Wales is looking at the

advantages – and disadvantages – of large scale mechanised operations, as well as a range of

continuous cover management systems.

Another project looking to make a profit is at

Penmachno, where the Menter Bro Machno

community group is using outdoor recreation

as the mainstay of regeneration in a village

which lost its local post office and one pub

five years ago.

Another group visited firewood merchant and

former Welsh axe logging champion, Dafydd

Cadwaladr near Bethesda, who runs a small-

scale business in woodland management,

helping landowners to maximise income from their trees.

More entrepreneurs are at Moelyci Environment Centre, near Tregarth, a new broadleaf woodland

being planted with a Cydcoed grant, where local people bought the former hill farm and are now

running it for multiple benefits. Another community group has just received a Cydcoed funding to

revitalise Coedlan Cymunedol Bryn Meurig at Bethesda.

“For a small country, with a relatively small forest

area, the range and diversity of different forestry

businesses is very impressive, and we have taken

away a lot of knowledge and new information on

woodland management from the conference,” said

Jorge Garcia, who manages the Robinwood project

in Murcia, Spain.

Outdoor education is another money-spinner in the

countryside, providing local jobs as well as new

income for other local businesses. Plas y Brenin,
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the National Outdoor Centre for Wales at Capel Curig, is a key player in the region. Delegates saw

how a 16th century cottage converted into a woodland education centre is giving youngsters, often

from inner cities, a feel for the countryside through forestry activities.

And Bangor University researchers at Technium CAST, Parc Menai, used a computer visualisation

cinema facility to show how forestry planners depict and use real images to show the effect of long

term plans.

Contact

Kim Burnham, Robinwood, Wales programme manager Tel: 0845 6040845,

Guy Pargeter, Taliesin Communications Tel: 01970 832375

Editor’s note

Robinwood has given Wales its first opportunity to be a partner in one of the European

Interreg 111c RFO (Regional Framework Operation) projects aimed at bringing partner

countries together, fostering cross border work between academics, private business and

the public sector. The Welsh part of the three and a half year project is worth 1 million

Euros to Wales.

Robinwood is a cross-border European project aimed at identifying how forests, trees and

timber across Europe can play a vital role in the revitalisation of rural communities through

new business opportunities, flood prevention and wood fuel energy. It is hoped that it will

also change political perception of the role woodlands can play in the social and economic

future of rural communities and build new links between the partner countries involved.

Robinwood will promote the sustainable development of rural areas and overcome

obstacles to progress by creating: a woodland chain process - territorial promotion,

marketing - new techniques in forestry development - certification, policy changes,

silviculture - hydrogeological improvements - models to prevent instability and reduce risks

promotion of wood as a fuel source for energy - new management/technologies.

Analyses, sharing of experiences, the creation of new approaches, pilot projects, the

preparation of operational and promotional plans and promotions will be used to achieve

these. Direct results will be: workshops, meetings, studies, reports, master plans,

promotion campaigns, events, maps, networks, partnerships, surveys and directives.

Certain activities will be carried out by means of sub-projects assigned by means of open

invitations to tender.


